Diagnosis
The presentation of nephrotic syndrome with severe renal failure in a black patient should raise the possibility of HIVAN. The characteristic ultrasound appearance of very echogenic, large kidneys is highly suggestive of HIVAN and probably due to the presence of the large, multiple, hard protein casts in dilated tubules. The differential diagnosis for this ultrasound appearance is other causes of cast nephropathy such as myeloma, crystalluria causing tubular obstruction or infiltration with amyloid or lymphoproliferative disorders. with renal failure is suggestive of HIV associated nephropathy. Severe hypoalbuminaemia (<20 g/l ), out of proportion to peripheral oedema, is very common in HIV associated nephropathy.
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